
Domain Name Definition

A domain name is a series of characters that provides a label for a given Web location other than the actual IP address of that location. Each domain name provides a direct link to the address of a particular Web site. 

In practice, domain names are a series of characters with “.”s separating levels.  Each domain name level must be 1 and 63 characters long inclusive. Levels within a domain name may contain only specific characters. Valid characters include letters (A–Z and a–z) digits (1-9) and underscores. Capitalization is not used to differentiate between two labels (aaa and AAA are the same).
An individual domain name is generally categorized by the number of levels. For example, ufl.edu is a second level domain because it has two levels and news.ufl.edu is a third level domain because it has three levels. Levels are counted from the far right of the domain name to the left. Any domain names with the same first and second level labels are considered to be within the same name-space. So news.ufl.edu and calendar.ufl.edu are both in the ufl.edu namespace and both are third level domain names.
Domain Name Policy

The University of Florida uses the second level domain of ufl.edu. All official university Web sites, including those of colleges, departments, divisions or other fiscal or operating units of the university, as well as faculty or staff performing university functions, should use names within the ufl.edu name-space for Web sites or other use of the Internet. Generally, this means that all UF Web sites will end with “ufl.edu” and will be differentiated by additional levels as well.

Student organizations that choose to reside within the ufl.edu domain name-space should be hosted under specific third level domain names, such as grove.ufl.edu, that have been reserved for student use.
Naming Conventions for Sub-domains

Since colleges, departments and other units are a subset of the University, domain names are expected to reflect an association with the university, a unit or a service to the university. Domain names are a reflection on the University and good taste should be used in name selection. Administrators responsible for approving sub-domains may refuse a name if it is deemed inappropriate or if it may cause confusion about the true nature or purpose of a system, service, program or Web site.

Examples of third level domain names would be of the form "unitname.ufl.edu." Examples of fourth level domain names would be of the form "officename.unitname.ufl.edu.”

Third-level domains

The list of currently approved third level domains is at http://net-services.ufl.edu/ns/cgi-bin/domain-info.cgi?status=Registered.

Third-level domains can be requested by using the form available at http://net-services.ufl.edu/domains/ 

A committee comprised of a representative from Web Administration, Chief Information Officer and Associate Vice President of University Relations or their designees will processes requests. The committee will review and decide on requests on a first-come-first-served basis.

Generally, third level domain requests that are approved and registered meet the following criteria:

1) The requesting unit is a college level or similar organization at UF or

2) The unit provides services to all of the UF community  or

3) The requested name represents a service or application used by the full UF community and

4) The unit expects to provide these services on an on-going basis and 

5) The requested third level name is unique within the UF namespace and

6) The requested third level name is generally 

a. Recognized as a word (e. g. news) or

b. Recognized as an abbreviation (e. g. aa for academic affairs) and

c. Reasonably unique to the services offered or otherwise not likely to represent services offered by other UF units and 

d. Unlikely to conflict with other current or future third level domain name requests, services, programs or systems.

A third level domain name request will usually be denied if:

1) The requesting unit is a department, center, or program associated with a unit that already has a third level domain 

(e. g. applied.ufl.edu would be denied in stead of applied.math.ufl.edu)  

2) The requesting unit provides services or information that is likely of interest to only a subset of the UF community 

(e. g. roundtable.ufl.edu for Web site for 2006 Tomato Breeders Roundtable meeting) 

3) The services are expected to be provided for a limited time  

4) The requested name is 

a. Not unique within current or reasonably expected future services 

(e. g. epidemiology is an area of interest to different UF units)

b. Conflicts with other current or future uses for that name 

(e. g. policies.ufl.edu is appropriate for a policy clearing house for all UF policies. Policies.UAA.ufl.edu would be specific to the UF Athletic Association.)

c. Has a substantial potential for confusion with existing third level names 

(e.g. ap.ufl.edu could be either for advanced placement or aerial photography or apple pie or ancient Peru or advanced Portuguese)

Some third level domain names were approved and registered prior to the institution of this policy. Occasionally, exceptions to the criteria listed above are approved. 

Fourth level or higher domains

Any member of the UF community may request a fourth or higher level domain from the managers of the exiting third level domains. Please refer to http://net-services.ufl.edu/ns/cgi-bin/domain-info.cgi?status=Registered to identify the managing group and related contact information. Each managing group has its own request procedures and approval criteria.

Domain Name-Space other than UFL.EDU

Domain names outside the UF namespace (ufl.edu) may be purchased and hosted at UF for various reasons.

For example, one reason may be to protect intellectual property. Another may be to facilitate collaboration between UF and non-UF groups. A third reason may be to minimize confusion, for example, having all of the .com, .net and .edu domains registered.
In general, UF organizations are encouraged to use the ufl.edu name space and avoid publicizing addresses in other name spaces .  When appropriate, the non-UF domain may be pointed at the appropriate UF domain.  If links are found pointing to the non-UF domain, the linking entity should be contacted and asked to change the link to the ufl.edu domain.

For example, the Digital Worlds Institute (digitalworlds.ufl.edu) may purchase digitalworlds.com , but should not promote that domain.  The digitalworlds.com domain can then be pointed at digitalworlds.ufl.edu .  Digital Worlds Institute should monitor its Web logs to ensure links are pointing to digitalworlds.ufl.edu.

Another example is succeednow.org. This is a center that was funded by the National Science Foundation and was a joint venture between UF and six other universities. In order to meet the needs of the contract and provide a neutral namespace for the combined organization, a non-UFL domain name was selected. 
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